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Dear Sire, 

PCT Patent Application No. PCT/1B2004/002309 
Based on Japanese Patent Application Nos. 2003-275062 
and 2004-165115 
Applicant: Teizo Michlda 

Short title: Alert Apparatus for Use with Fasteners 

With reference to the Official Communication dated 22 November 2004 containing the 
Written Opinion, I enclose herewith mew pages 84 to 66 to replace pages 64 to 87 
presently on file. 

In this connection, , the claims have been revised to further distinguish the claimed 
Invention from the prior art cited by the Examiner. 

I note the objections raised at Item V alleging that the! present invention lacks novelty 
and inventive step. In this respect, the present Invention concerns an alert apparatus for 
providing a reminder to indicate to a user that the fastener on their bag, for example* 
has been left open.i In other words, the present Invention allows a user to confirm the 
condition of their bag, i.e. whether it ia open or closed, audibly, and hence in mosfi 
circumstances more easily than by seeing or feeling the bag. 

Specifically, the present invention concerns an alert apparatus which can be attached 
to lor incorporated into a fastener, for example on the zip sliders of a zip fastener on ft 
bag. Whenever the zip sliders are separated, the alert apparatus provides an alert 
Indication which Is directed to the user to let them know that their bag is open an<ji 
reminding them to dose it Whenever the zip sliders are moved together again, thereby 
closing the bag, the alert Indication to suppressed so ! that the user knows the bag ii 
closed. 
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continued " 2 " 

importantly, the alert Indication is dlrectirfto^eusertooontly Indicate if they have left I 
the fastener open or unconnected. In this way, bystanders are not unduly disturbed by • 
the alert Indication. Indeed, as the alert Indication is only directed to the user, the user 
will not feel uncomfortable If the alert indication continues tor extended periods. The: y 
alert indication win, of course, stop as soon as the user closes the fastener. 

In contrast to the present Invention, the prior art systems cited by the Examiner alf lO 

concern anti-theft i devices which sound an alarm i when a bag Is opened in an iuj 

unauthorised way. As such, the prior art systems address a different technical problem i—j 

to the present Invention in that they are specifically directed to drawing attention to ars ^ 

unauthorised act : =r 

: $ 

Accordingly, the prior art systems cited involve the production of alarm signals, which ^ 
differ from the alert Indication of the! present Invention In that they are directed to th« •■ 
worid-atrlarge. Thai is, the alarm signals produced by the prior art systems Involve the jjj 
production of loud, high pitch, high energy, scream-like noises which are designed td qj 
deter criminals by drawing attention to them from any surrounding people. The CO 
distinctions between "an alert indication" and "an alarm" are discussed on page 6 
lines 0-20 of the specification as filed. In addition. It is also rioted that Internationa? 
Patent Classification (IPC) system classifies alarm signals under G08B 13/00 (burglar; 
theft or Intruder alarms) or Q08B16/00 (identifying, scaring, or Incapacitating burglars, 
thieves or Intruders, e.g. explosives); it is evident that the -alert indication" of thf 
present Invention could not be classified into either of these categories. 

Furthermore, since the prior art -systems are directed to drawing attention tc 
unauthorised access, they operate such that once the alarm la tripped; It may only M 
deactivated by en authorised user. In this way. a criminal cannot deactivate the alarrt 
themselves and hence will usually flee from the 



Both OB 2 284 698 end US 4 756 802 disclose such anti-theft alarm systems. In bott: 
cases, an electronic alarm circuit is fitted to two joining elements of a fastener on a bag 
When the bag la opened in an unauthorised way and the joining elements are separated, 
the circuit detects this and sounds a loud alarm which draws attention to thfc 
unauthorised opening. Once the alarm has sounded, it continues until it is deactivated 
by pressing a deactivation switch hidden within the bag or a security code Is Inputted 
into a keypad (seeiGB 2 284 698 page 1, paragraph 5; and US 4 755:802 column t 
lines 52-56, column 3. lines 15-17 end 23-27). Moreover, both of the systems describee 
In GB 2 284 698 and US 4 755 802 (allow an authorised user to deactivate the alarm 
system before they; open the bag, so that the alarm does not sound when they open rfi 

Accordingly. It Is apparent that GB 2284 698 and US 4 755 802 are directed to a quite 
different technical problem, namely, they do not concern an alert system to advise the 
user that for example their bag has been left open. As such, they do not address the 
same Issues and cannot teach or remotely suggest the features of the presort; 
invention. 

More specifically, the present invention produces an "alert Indication" directed to tnj 
user to Indicate a fastener, on their bag for example. Is open. In contrast GB 2 264 69b 
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and US 4 756 802 employ a loud, high enemy alarm signal for drawing the attention of 
as many people as possible, and therefore could not be considered en -alert ^ 
indication" as In the present Invention. iC 

Moreover, with the present Invention, the alert Indication is suppressed whenever the 

fastener elements are together. In contrast with C3B 2 284 698 and US 4 755 802, once w 

the alarm sounds It can only be turned off by switching a deactivating switch, and not -J 

by re-closing the fastener. J 

Lastly, with the present invention, the! alert Indication is activated whenever, the fastener < 

is open to indicate to the user themselves that their bag, for example, is open. In ^ 
contrast, with OB 2 284 698 and US 4 755 802, when an authorised user wishes to 

open the fastener,! they must first deactivate the alarm system. That is, when arc jjj 

authorised user opens the fastener,; no alarm sounds. It is only when the fastener is m 

opened in an unauthorised manner, that the alarm wilt sound. CO 

Therefore, It is submitted that the present Invention, as defined In the claims, Is both 
novel and has an Inventive step over the prior art documents cited by the Examiner. 

With regard to the objections raised lat Item VIII, the Examiner win note that claims 1 , 
12, 13, 14, and 17 have been amended to clarify that the apparatus Is ^ftfeffgcftmenl 
to fastener equipment", "connectahfe to a slider" t and "connectabls, to a first slider", 

I request reconsideration of the present Invention In light of the above comments, snci 
the Issue of a favourable International Preliminary Examination Report. 

Yours faithfully, 



MISHU2A 
APPLICANT 



Enc. Amended pages 



